
 

Finding Your Way Back to God:  
Awakening to Longing 

Sermon Notes for January 7th, 2018 
 
Realization of Awakening To Longing  
 
#1 Longing For Love 
 
#2 Longing for Purpose 
 
#3 Longing for Meaning 
 
Luke 15:11-16 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 
living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went 
and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
 
 “…he set off for a distant country…” (Luke 15:13) 
  
“The younger son…squandered his wealth in wild living.” (Luke 15:13)  
 
“So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.” (Luke 15:15-16) 
   
His journey left him asking all kinds of “Why?” questions: 

• “Why didn’t this turn out like I thought it would?” 

• “Why am I so lonely, broke, and empty?” 

• “Why did I end up in a place like this?” 
 
This series will focus on wrestling through life’s true questions… 

• Where will you go to satisfy these God-given longings?  

• Will that draw you close to God or away from God? 
 
Pascal’s Wager  
“God, if you are real, make yourself real to me.” 
 
Pray this prayer for 30 days… 
“God, if you are real, make yourself real to me. Awaken in me the ability to see that you are what’s missing from my life.” 


