
This Is Us: Commitment to Growth 
Sermon Notes January 27th, 2019 

Genesis Partnership Recap: 
Mission of creating, stewarding and abundant life 

God has decided for us what is good/evil 
God has made us for relationship 

God gives away authority to man over creation 
God has given us relationship that is meant to compliment 
God gave us a generous gift of vulnerability & relationship. 

Every human being wants to be known, seen, and heard and to have purpose.  

A commitment to growth means a commitment to pain and relationship.  

Hebrews 12:1-13 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith.  

Throwing off the things that weigh us down and fixing our eyes starts with abiding in Jesus. 

John 15:4-5 
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing. 


Hebrews 12:2-13 
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely 
forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son?  

It says, 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 
    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,  
    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.  

God sees you as a child and him as a loving father who disciplines out of his love for you. 

Psalm 32:8 
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 

Hebrews 12:7-15 
For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in 
his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  

Romans 5:3-4 
3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

John 15:1-2 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  

   



Hebrews 12:12-14 
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may 
not be disabled, but rather healed.  

Pain and growth go hand in hand in producing fruit and harvest in your life. 

John 16:24 
“24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 

“Pain quickly humbles us, doing away with any thoughts that we are like God in the way of His deity. This is not 
cruel or mean, but a severe mercy…A correct view of pain and suffering can deepen our dependence on God, not 
lessen it.” –Tim Rule 

Ecclesiastes 4:9 NLT 
9 Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 

Where in your life do you have these 3 things all together in one environment? 
1) Transparent Trust 
2) Wrestling with Word of God 
3) Mutual Accountability 

   


