
   
 

   
 

Draw the Circle 
Pray Hard 

Sermon Notes for March 18th, 2018 
Luke 18:1-8 
1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  
 
Pray Hard 
 
2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in 
that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 
4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 
 

Pray With Tenacity 
 
“Bold prayers honor God, God honors bold prayers.” –Mark Batterson 
 

1 John 5:14-15 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 
us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 
 
Isaiah 49:8 
“In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a 
covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 
 
Your prayers will be answered, in God’s timing 
 
Hebrews 12:7-11 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are 
not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we 
have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of 
spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may 
share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
 
Even in praying hard, God is teaching/instructing.  
 
Luke 1:1-8 
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 
 
If the judge who is not righteous, answers the prayer, why wouldn’t a righteous God answer the prayer?!? 
 
1) Rejoice, don’t be anxious, present with an open hand 
Philippians 4:6 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 



   
 

   
 

 
#2 Be Watchful 
Colossians 4:2 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
 

 
 


