
This Is Us: Commitment to Unity 
Sermon Notes January 20th, 2019 

Genesis Partnership Recap: 
Mission of creating, stewarding and abundant life 
God gives away authority to man over creation 

God has decided for us what is good/evil 
God has made us for relationship 

God has given us relationship that is meant to compliment 
God gave us a generous gift of vulnerability & relationship. 

Every human being wants to be known, seen, and heard and to have purpose.  

Matthew 5:21-26 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be 
subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.  

Destruction of relationship starts well before destruction actually takes place.  

As soon as you begin to judge someone’s heart without clarifying motive, you have already allowed the enemy to 
win.  

Matthew 5:23-24 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your 
gift.  

Reconciliation takes precedence over worship.  

“Genuine humans don’t live on pedestals; they have their feet on the ground, on a level with everyone else.” –NT 
Wright 

Keeping relationship is simple, but costly.  

Isaiah 1:11-20 
11 “The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says the Lord.  
“I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood 
of bulls and lambs and goats.  
12 When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop bringing 
meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—I cannot bear your 
worthless assemblies. 14 Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my being. They have become 
a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; 
even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood! 16 Wash and make yourselves clean. 
Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. 17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take 
up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like 
wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you will 
be devoured by the sword.” For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

Matthew 5:25-26 
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, 
or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 

Romans 12:17-18 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

   



14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 

Do not be conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written:  

“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


Jesus doesn’t ask you to fight to be right, He asks you to fight for relationship. 

What conflict do you have with someone that you need to reconcile? 

John 13:34-35 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

John 17:20-23 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in 
them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 

  

   


