
 
 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
Set the Table 

Sermon Notes August 18th, 2019 
 
“The greatest thing that we can do is to let someone know that they are loved and capable of being loving.” 
-Mr. Rogers 
 
Luke 10:27 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
 
Luke 14:15-24 
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of 
God.” 16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent 
his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be 
full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 
 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and 
the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; he 
will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. The Lord has spoken. 9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we 
trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 
 
If you are going to set the table, you have to open up your heart.  
 
Obstacles to Opening Up Your Heart 
1) Pride: They can’t come to the table. I can come to the table because of my status and achievements; Jesus says you can come to 

the table because of my love and grace for you.  
2) Isolation: The enemy wants to isolate people. Isolation allows the enemy to win. If there’s anything that’s keeping the 

mission from moving forward, it’s isolation and radical individualism. We need to repent from our individualism and move 
into community. 

3) Selfishness, being catered to vs. being a host: The enemy wants us to walk in selfishness. He wants us to stay in the 
elementary ways of being a child and self focused. God calls us to maturity that is defined by others focused. 

 
Set the Table 
 
“This is what God's kingdom is like: a bunch of outcasts and oddballs gathered at a table, not because they are rich or worthy or 
good, but because they are hungry, because they said yes. And there's always room for more.”  
-Rachel Held Evans 
 
We will be a church that opens the table to the… 

● The Lost 
● The Misfits 

 
  

 



 
 

● The Outcasts 
● The Forgotten 
● The Unqualified 
● This is Real Life Ministries.  

 
Open Your Ears 
 
"Listening is where love begins: listening to ourselves and then to our neighbors." –Mr. Rogers 
 
"We get so wrapped up in numbers in our society. The most important thing is that we are able to be one-to-one, you and I with 
each other at the moment. If we can be present to the moment with the person that we happen to be with, that's what's 
important." –Mr. Rogers 
 
Would you be willing to BLESS your neighbors. 
BEGIN with prayer 
LISTEN to your neighbors 
EAT with them 
SERVE them 
SHARE your story with them 

 
  

 


