
Draw the Circle 
Go & Draw 

Sermon Notes for March 4th, 2018 
James 5:13-18 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
 
God Hears Our Prayers 
Psalm 139:1-4 
1 You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 
 
Prayer Is How We Enjoy Him 
Revelation 3:19-20 
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 
 
Then why doesn’t God answer my prayers? 
1. Unrepented Sin 
Isaiah 1:15 
15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your 
hands are full of blood! 
 
2. Wrong Motives 
James 4:3 
3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 
3. It Doesn’t Align To His Will 
John 14:12-14 
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You 
may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 
Does God really want to give me what I desire? 
Psalm 37:3-6 
3 Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. 
 
Most of us don’t get what we desire & pray for because we don’t endure in praying.  
1 Thessalonians 5:11-18 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Are we willing to trust that even though God doesn’t answer my prayer that He is still good? 
 
James 1:17 
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 
 
Prepwork… 
1. Check the motives of your heart 
2. Discover the desires God put in your heart 
3. Get clarity 
 



Go & Draw Circles Over Your: 
1. Faith 
2. Family 
3. Finances 
4. Fitness 
 
 


