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Lies we believe… 
#1 – I have to work. 
#2 – Work, money & things can satisfy me. 
#3 – It’s my money and I can do whatever I want with it. 
#4 – All the church talks about is money and just wants my money. 

Genesis 2:7-9, 15 
7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living being. 
8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God 
made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil….15 The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

Work it (awbad) 
• To labor 
• To work 
• To serve 

Take care of it (shawmar) 
• To keep, guard, observe, give heed  
• To watch or be a watchman 

Truth #1 
We were created for work; we don’t HAVE to work, we GET to work. 

Genesis 1:27-28 
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Genesis 1:1-2 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

Genesis 1:27-28 “Cultural Mandate”  

Genesis 1:28 “subdue” (kabash)  
Means to make the earth useful for the benefit and enjoyment of human beings. 

“God has created us in his image, so that we may carry out a task, fulfill a mission, pursue a calling.” –Anthony A. 
Hoekema 

Truth #2 
Work, money, things must be put in its proper place. These things are great gifts, but make terrible gods. 

Psalm 24:1-6 
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 2 for he founded it on the seas and 
established it on the waters. 3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? 4 The one 
who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. 5 They will receive 
blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior. 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek 
your face, God of Jacob. 

1 Chronicles 29:10-14 
10 David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying,  
“Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 11 Yours, Lord, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of 

   



all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
and praise your glorious name.  

Truth #3 
Your money is not your money; it’s been entrusted to you as a steward. 

Colossian 3:23-24 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

Your work is a partnership where you will receive blessing/wealth in this life and the life to come. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

     

Truth #4 
The church talks about money so that we can grow individually and collectively for the purpose of fulfilling our 
vision of redeeming a city! 

Proverbs 11:10-11 
When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy. 11 Through the blessing 
of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed. 

Revelation 21:2 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed 
for her husband. 

   


