
   

Trending: 
Truth vs. Deception 

Sermon Notes for July 22nd, 2018 

Genesis 25:21-26 
21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife 
Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So 
she went to inquire of the Lord. 
23 The Lord said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, 
    and two peoples from within you will be separated;  
one people will be stronger than the other, 
    and the older will serve the younger.” 
24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb.25 The first to come out was red, and 
his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand 
grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. 

Esau - hairy 
Jacob – hand grasping heel, Hebrew idiom means “to deceive/deceiver/crooked” 

Genesis 25:27-28 
27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was content to stay at 
home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

Genesis 27:38, 41 
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud…. 

41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, “The days of 
mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 

#1) If you lie, you hurt people. 

Genesis 29:25 
25 When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I served you for 
Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?” 

Genesis 27:35 
35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 

Genesis 29:26 
26 Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. 

#2) If you lie, you fall into a trap. 

John 8:44 
44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies. 

John 8:31-32 
Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” 

Before we lie to others, we lie to ourselves.  

There is a pattern or a progression to lying… 
• We believe a lie 
• We speak a lie 

   



   

• We live a lie 

Genesis 33:11 
11 Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.” And 
because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it. 

#3) If you lie, you must reconcile & face it head on. 

Genesis 32:28 
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with 
humans and have overcome.” 

Jacob – to deceive/deceiver/crooked 
Israel – wrestles with God/faces God head on/straight 

Trending Truth: 
1. Truth aligns your heart with the heart of God. 
2. Truth leads to grace and forgiveness. 
3. Truth helps people. 
4. Truth sets you free. 

MAIN TO DO: 
• What lie do you need to clean up? 
• What truth do you need to speak up? 

   


