
   

Trending: 
Blessing vs. Cursing 

Sermon Notes for June 24th, 2018 

James 3:1-12 
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be 
judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to 
keep their whole body in check. 

James 3:3-12 
3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as 
an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder 
wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 
what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no 
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

James 3:3-12 
9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s 
likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both 
fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

James 3:9 
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. 

“Why do we rush to defend God to broken world, and not race to defend the image of God in the world’s broken?”  
–Ann Voskamp 

2 Corinthians 11:6-12 NLT 
6 I may be unskilled as a speaker, but I’m not lacking in knowledge. We have made this clear to you in every possible 
way. 
7 Was I wrong when I humbled myself and honored you by preaching God’s Good News to you without expecting 
anything in return? 8 I “robbed” other churches by accepting their contributions so I could serve you at no cost. 9 And 
when I was with you and didn’t have enough to live on, I did not become a financial burden to anyone. For the brothers 
who came from Macedonia brought me all that I needed. I have never been a burden to you, and I never will be. 10 As 
surely as the truth of Christ is in me, no one in all of Greece will ever stop me from boasting about this. 11 Why? 
Because I don’t love you? God knows that I do. 
12 But I will continue doing what I have always done. This will undercut those who are looking for an opportunity to 
boast that their work is just like ours.


Matthew 12:34 ESV 
34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. 

Application: 
1. If you are talking about someone when they are not there, are you talking blessing over them or cursing?  
2. If you are talking angrily here are some boundaries for you… 

"Anger is appropriate when expressed with the intention of informing others about your personal limits, values, rules, 
and boundaries. The respectful expression of anger is a meaningful way to educate others about how you are affected 
by their behavior. Anger, respectfully expressed, has the potential to result in mutual respect between the person 
expressing it and the person to whom it is expressed. Generally speaking, healthy anger is used as a way to 
communicate and harmful anger as a way to control." Her Journey, Lesson 3 (Who Me, Angry?) 

   



   

3. There is a difference between feedback and criticism, one is about pulling for the person, the other is about being 
a critic. Which one does your heart reflect?  

4. If someone comes to you to talk cursing over someone, do you defend the person who isn’t there and encourage 
the individual to approach the other face to face? 

YOU CAN’T PRAISE JESUS & TALK SMACK ABOUT PEOPLE

   


