
Intro 
● My name is Tim Ellis and I am the youth director here at Real Life 
● I’m up here today to share from the Word of God. 

What happened last week? 
● Two weeks ago I taught about the first martyr, Stephen. This week we are going to be 

talking about a rather minor character from that story who plays a major role in the 
church. 

● Last week Justin taught us about Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. We learned the 
importance of our willingness to listen to God telling us to do simple things that will lead 
to big things. 

○ This story happened because the Christians were fleeing Jerusalem. In my 
opinion, they were fleeing for good reason. 

9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
● Yikes! That is pretty intimidating right? 
● Also, just to clarify: “belonging to the way” is referring to Christians, not to a 

book some of you may have needed to read in high school. 
● So who exactly is this scary character? 

Who is Saul? 
● Where did this guy come from? Who hurt you Paul? 
● We are first introduced to him in Acts 8:1 

○ And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
● This is the same guy! He was there as Stephen ‘fell asleep’ and agreed that it 

was the right thing to do. 
● After that Saul continued on to help Christians ‘fall asleep.’ 

● Let me give a little more context: Damascus is roughly 224 miles from 
Jerusalem. To give you a comparison from Idaho, Grangeville is 222 miles away 
from this high school, taking highway 95. Google Maps says it will take 4 hours 
and 11 minutes. At this point I would like to remind you that they didn’t have 
cars. They did have horses, but according to google you can ride them about 
20-30 miles per day. This puts this trip into the 10-11 day travel range….  

● Saul was so determined to take these people prisoner that, knowing how long of 
a trip it would be, he asked for the opportunity to go and snag them 

Per·se·cu·tion 



noun 
1. Hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or political or religious 

beliefs. 
● I think often we get persecution and rejection confused. Being talked down-to 

feels pretty terrible, but I don’t think it is worthy of being considered 
persecution. 

● The definition on the slide talks about hostility and ill-treatment. I think that 
though our nation is rejecting Christ more often we have not begun to face true 
persecution. 

● We face a different type of persecution here in the US. I could draw the 
comparison between Saul and one of the radical Muslims we see in the news, 
but this is not the face of persecution here in America. We find people who are 
actively trying to bring Christianity to an end; to disprove Christianity. 

● I’d like to give an example of someone in America that I believe to be a 
substantial parallel to Saul. 

Lee Strobel 
Previously a strong atheist, an investigative journalist, an award-winning editor of 
The Chicago Tribune 
● Lee did not go out and bring Christians to prison or approve of people being 

killed because of their faith, but he was someone who was vehemently opposed 
to Christ. He opposed Christians whenever he could. In fact when his wife 
accepted God, he undertook an investigation to expose Jesus as a fraud. Little 
did he know that he, too, would find Christ through this investigation. He 
accepted Christ 11/8/1981. 

● Many people would have told you that Lee would never come to Christ, but 
Jesus was still working in his heart. 

God wants you to be on His team. 
● Wherever you’re at; whoever you are; whatever you’ve done; however far from 

Christ you are, God wants you on His team. 
● The way he recruits you varies person to person. 
● Saul’s conversion is pretty drastic and, honestly, quite rare. 

Saul meets Christ: Acts 9:3-9 
● Lets reset the scene: Saul is breathing out threats and malice; fire and smoke 

pouring from his ears against the Christians. 
● He has probably traveled 223 of the 224 miles to Grangeville/Damascus, 

probably is preparing various lines to say when he captures people of ‘The Way’ 
○ Maybe his crew is helping him come up with zingers.  
○ “It’ll take you more than three days to rise when I’m done with you!” 

“You’re coming with me! We have a desert to CROSS!” 



● Whatever they are discussing, they are likely pretty tired from riding all that way. 
All of the sudden there is a bright light all around him; so bright he is thrown 
from his horse! And Jesus speaks directly to Saul, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” Saul of course is confused, and asks, “Who are you, Lord?” 
Jesus identifies Himself, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

● The men with him heard the voice, but they didn’t see the light, or see any 
person who was speaking. 

● They were speechless; what could they say or do, but help Saul into the town 
● Lets take a second to appreciate what a huge blow this was for Saul. Saul just 

learned that he has been persecuting the very God that he thought he was 
serving! 

How do you handle being wrong? 
● How well do you handle being wrong? 
● It is pretty hard. It is not a welcome feeling. I know for a fact that I don’t like 

being wrong even about little things, and I imagine that most of you don’t enjoy 
being wrong either. 

● It is humbling 
God gets Ananias into the game: Acts 9:10-19 
● God calls Ananias, who is a Christian, to come and walk alongside Saul as he 

recovers from the reeling experience of being wrong. 
● 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him 

in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to 
him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look 
for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in 
a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 

But the Lord said to him 
● Ananias shows some significant hesitation. I think he is justified in his hesitation, 

especially since God decides to explain the situation to him.  
● God doesn’t want us to stay in a place of just being on the team. God wants us 

off the bench and in the game. 
Saul recovers and leaves: Acts 9:19-31 
● God has met Saul where he was at and Saul has been brought closer to where 

God is. Saul starts preaching that Jesus is the “Son of God” and “The Messiah.” 



● Saul has accepted the Gospel; he has accepted that Jesus was the promised 
one who came and died as the ultimate sacrificial offering to atone for our sin so 
that we could draw near to God and have a relationship with Him. 

● Saul now begins to preach this Gospel in the local synagogues; he is turning 
heads and dropping jaws. People are questioning their eyes: “is this really ‘The 
Saul of Taursus?” “Yo, wasn’t he supposed to come here and take the people 
who were speaking those very words back to Jerusalem?” 

● Saul then ironically finds out that the local Jews are plotting to kill him (likely by 
stoning). Saul is now facing the same persecution that he was previously the 
head of. 

Where do you see yourself in this story? 
Paul or Ananias? 
● We see two men in this story: Saul who is adamantly against Jesus, and Ananias 

who is a follower of Christ. 
○ Saul is given a choice: continue down the path you’re traveling or change 

your path 
○ Ananias is given a choice: stay comfortable and don’t go, or stretch your 

faith and reach out to this man who terrifies you. 
God wants to meet us where we are and bring us closer to where He is. 
● These two men were in different places, but God met them in different ways and 

brought them to different points. 
Where are you? 
Where is God trying to bring you? 

● Maybe you are far from Christ; maybe you were brought here even though you 
didn’t really want to come; maybe you want to believe but you feel like the 
Gospel isn’t for you. 
○ I want to encourage you by saying that the Gospel is for you, God wants 

to meet you the way you are; He loves you the way you are. 
● Maybe you know Christ but you feel like you’re not ready to take the next step; 

maybe you feel ready to take another step but aren’t sure what the next step is; 
maybe you know a few people who are like Saul, against the Gospel, and you 
don’t think you have a chance of bringing them to Christ; maybe you are a 
Christian trapped in sin and are doubting that God really loves you. 
○ God wants to meet you wherever you’re at. He wants you in the game. 

● Just as God had Ananias to help Saul make the next step, we have people 
ready to meet with you. If you want to chat now, there are people behind these 
black curtains by a sign that says ‘Prayer Counselor,’ they are ready to talk with 
you and pray with you. 



● If you want to meet up, we have several staff members that would love to take 
you for coffee (or other beverage), hear where you’re at, and help you determine 
whats next. 

Communion 
● The Gospel that we proclaim is that Jesus came and died, not just for the sins of 

those who already loved him, but the sins of those who were still enemies of 
Jesus. 

● This is the time in service where we set aside time to purposely remember how 
Christ redeemed us. The bread represents his body which was broken, and the 
grape juice represents his blood by which we are washed clean. 

● Over the next couple songs I invite you to come and partake as well as meditate 
on what Christ has done for you and where He is trying to bring you. 


