
I want to believe, but… 
How can I trust the Bible? 

Sermon Notes April 28th, 2019 

This sermon was heavily influenced by Tim Mackie from a lecture he did at Reality Church in San Francisco. The 
link to that lecture is available at the bottom of your notes.  
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Exodus 17:8-9, 14 
8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and 
go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” 

 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua 
hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” 

Exodus 24:3-4, 7-8 
3 When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything 
the Lord has said we will do.” 4 Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. 

7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything 
the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has 
made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

Why did the Bible come into existence? 
Exodus 17: To tell the story of how God has rescued and formed a people 
Exodus 24: To invite those people into a covenant relationship with God 

How did the Old Testament come into existence? 

  

  

How did the Torah come into existence? 
How did the Prophetic Books come into existence? 
How did the Wisdom Books come into existence? 

Major and minor characters made up of leaders, prophets, writers collected narratives, poems, laws, sermons and 
essays and at various stages composed them with the aid of professional scribes.  

Jeremiah 36:1-4, 32 
In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Take a 
scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the 
time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now. 3 Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every 
disaster I plan to inflict on them, they will each turn from their wicked ways; then I will forgive their wickedness and 
their sin.” 

   



4 So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and while Jeremiah dictated all the words the Lord had spoken to him, 
Baruch wrote them on the scroll.

32 So Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah, and as Jeremiah dictated, Baruch 
wrote on it all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words 
were added to them. 

The Bible is not trying to hide how it came into existence.  

From then on, the Jewish scribes solidified the following process for creating copies of the Torah and eventually other 
books in the Old Testament. 

1. They could only use clean animal skins, both to write on, and even to bind manuscripts. 

2. Each column of writing could have no less than forty-eight, and no more than sixty lines. 

3. The ink must be black, and of a special recipe. 

4. They must verbalize each word aloud while they were writing. 

5. They must wipe the pen and wash their entire bodies before writing the word "Jehovah," every time they wrote it. 

6. There must be a review within thirty days, and if as many as three pages required corrections, the entire 
manuscript had to be redone. 

7. The letters, words, and paragraphs had to be counted, and the document became invalid if two letters touched 
each other. The middle paragraph, word and letter must correspond to those of the original document. 

8. The documents could be stored only in sacred places (synagogues, etc). 

9. As no document containing God's Word could be destroyed, they were stored, or buried, in a genizah - a Hebrew 
term meaning "hiding place." These were usually kept in a synagogue or sometimes in a Jewish cemetery. 

  
Baruch, Son of Neriah, The Scribe 
Fossilized seal from the 6th Century B.C. 

Solomon Schecter – professor of Jewish & Biblical Studies in Cambridge 

  

Luke 24:44 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

How did the New Testament come into existence? 

Bible Project Video – New Testament 

Matthew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

   



teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” 
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