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I want to believe, but…How can God let good people suffer? 
 
Why do you ask that question? 
Usually there is a story behind the question. 
 
If we don’t choose Jesus, if we don’t choose Easter, what’s your alternative? 
Atheist and naturalist – your pain and wounding has no meaning, just random and you have no purpose 

Buddhist – your suffering & longings are treated with detachment 

Hinduism – your suffering is a product of karma (consequences of previous action) 

Muslim – your suffering is a result of personal sin 

How does Christianity address our pain and suffering? 
Christianity provides not necessarily just an answer to your pain, but an event and a person. 

Jesus’ story makes the most sense out of your story. 

“When strangers meet today, they often ask, "What is your story?" Everybody on the planet believes some larger story 
in order to make sense of the smaller story of his or her life. We want our lives to fit within a larger plot—a plot full of 
history, forward movement, and future. So, the better question to ask is, "What sort of story are you in?" Most people 
believe false stories that leave them disillusioned, enslaved, and hopeless. Secular stories of chasing success and 
religious stories of doing good works leave us feeling exhausted and empty. Only Jesus offers a story that's big enough 
to make sense of both the beauty and brokenness in our lives and in our world.” –Justin Buzzard 

You are not so much looking for an answer; so much as you are looking for the person and the presence of Jesus. 

John 20:1-21 NLT 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the entrance. 

2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved,  

and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.  

5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind 
him and went straight into the tomb. 

He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was 
still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  

8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did 
not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  

10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb  

12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  

   



14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 
get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

Jesus is the one giving you an answer on whether you can know God. 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jewish leaders,  

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

The Gospel is about Jesus changing the story for you and me. 

Easter is about the Good News (euangelion): 
1. Birth of Jesus 
2. Life of Jesus 
3. Suffering and death of Jesus 
------------------------------------------- 
4. Resurrection of Jesus 
5. Jesus’ return as King (Not yet) 

The Good News is about Jesus changing your story: 
1. Your Birth 
2. Your Life 
3. Your Suffering & Death 
------------------------------------------- 
4. Your Resurrection (Not yet) 
5. Jesus’ return (Not yet) 

John 16:33 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” 

The Good News is not that God will remove your pain; the Good News is God will remove your sin. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to you before. You welcomed it then, 
and you still stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to believe the message I told you—
unless, of course, you believed something that was never true in the first place. 3 I passed on to you what was most 
important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was 
buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. 

Mysteriously, when we realize that and focus on that, we become healed.  

1 Peter 2:22b-25 
He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone.  
23 He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of 

   



God, who always judges fairly.  
24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross  
so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. 
By his wounds you are healed. 
25 Once you were like sheep who wandered away. 
But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. 

John 20:19-20 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Ladd’s Video 

Jesus invites us to exchange our suffering, anger, bitterness, disappointment, sin and pain with His story and life 
of resurrection.  

2 Corinthians 4:14 NLT 
14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with 
you. 

Jesus’ story makes the most sense out of your story. 

   


