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Luke 15 

Luke 15:1-2 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

“Welcomes/eats/is friends with sinners” 

Luke 7:33-35 
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But 
wisdom is proved right by all her children.” 

Luke 7:38-39 
38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

Luke 19:5-7 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He 
has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

“Welcomes/eats/is friends with sinners” 

1) Jesus welcomed “sinners” and he offered relationship. 
2) Jesus didn’t really care what people thought about him eating with “sinners.” 
3) Jesus did not intimidate “sinners.” 
4) Jesus pursued “sinners.” 

“Sinners” 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” – Romans 3:23 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. – Romans 3:23-24 

“16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” 

– Romans 8:16-17 

Humans are sinners made in the image of God, who are children of God and who are loved by God.  

“My deepest awareness of myself is that I am deeply loved by Jesus Christ and I have done nothing to earn it or deserve 
it.”  
–Brennan Manning  

5) “Sinners” are drawn to Jesus because of His love. 

Speaking the truth in love followed the lead of mercy and acceptance when it came to having relationship with 
“sinners.” 

6) Jesus invited others to pursue “sinners.” 
Luke 10:2 
2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field. 

“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians: who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, 
walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”  

   



–Brennan Manning 

Penn Video 

The forgotten and unnoticed LITTLE steps lead to BIG outcomes. 

1 Peter 3:15 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

1 Peter 3:8-14 
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay 
evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 
“Whoever would love life  
    and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil 
    and their lips from deceitful speech.  
11 They must turn from evil and do good; 
    they must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer,  
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”[ 

WE SHOW THE GOSPEL, THEN WE TELL THE GOSPEL 

  

John 15:12-15 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.  

   


