
Daniel 3 
Witness in Exile 

Sermon Notes June 16th, 2019 

The Story of Daniel is a story of Endurance and Faithfulness: 

Baldur von Schirach and Hitler 

  

“One cannot be a good German and at the same time deny God, but an arousal of faith in the eternal German is at the 
same time an arousal of faith in the eternal God. If we as true Germans we act according to the law of God. Whoever 
serves Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer, serves Germany, and whoever serves Germany serves God.”  
–Baldur von Schirach, London Times, July 29, 1936 

Daniel 3:1-27 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura 
in the province of Babylon.  

2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other 
provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, 
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 

4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to 
do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe (Irish) and all kinds of music, you must 
fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and 
worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, 
flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped 
the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

“Our contemporary society is not fundamentally different from these ancient ones. Each culture is dominated by its 
own set of idols. Each has its "priesthoods," its totems and rituals. Each one has its shrines—whether office towers, spas 
and gyms, studios, or stadiums—where sacrifices must be made in order to procure the blessings of the good life and 
ward off disaster. What are the gods of beauty, power, money, and achievement but these same things that have 
assumed mythic proportions in our individual lives and in our society? We may not physically kneel before the statue of 
Aphrodite, but many young women today are driven into depression and eating disorders by an obsessive concern over 
their body image. We may not actually burn incense to Artemis, but when money and career are raised to cosmic 
proportions, we perform a kind of child sacrifice, neglecting family and community to achieve a higher place in 
business and gain more wealth and prestige.”  
–Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods 

Witness in Exile Means Dual Citizenship  
1) God’s Kingdom 
2) United States of America 

8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the 
king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 
harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold,11 and that whoever does not fall down 
and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of 
the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither 
serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before 
the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, 
pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not 

   



worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my 
hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 
you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he 
will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

“D. M. Lloyd-Jones…says that we are not to expect that God will exempt Christians from suffering and inner darkness, 
nor that he will simply lift us out of the darkness as soon as we pray. Rather than expecting God to remove the sorrow 
and replace it with happiness, we should look for a “glory”—a taste and conviction and increasing sense of God’s 
presence—that helps us rise above the darkness. He says: What we are really saying . . . is that the Christian is not one 
who has become immune to what is happening around him. We need to emphasize this truth because there are certain 
people whose whole notion and conception of the Christian life makes the Christian quite unnatural. Grief and sorrow 
are something to which the Christian is subject . . . and the absence of a feeling of grief . . . is unnatural, goes beyond 
the New Testament, it savors more of the stoic or psychological states produced by a cult than of Christianity. . . . [The 
Christian] has something that enables him to rise above these things, but the glory of the Christian life is that you rise 
above them though you feel them. It is not an absence of feeling. This is an important dividing line.”  
–Timothy Keller, Walking with God in Pain & Suffering 

Witness in Exile: 
1. Cultivate faith based upon the goodness of God 
2. Cultivate faith based on the image of God 

Hebrew = tselem “statue, image, idol” 
Genesis 1:27-28 
So God created humanity in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them. 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it, rule over the fish 
in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Witness in Exile: 
1. Cultivate faith based upon the goodness of God 
2. Cultivate faith based on the image of God 
3. Cultivate faith that resists temptation of national identity idolatry  
4. Cultivate faith that resists peacefully through peaceful non-participation 
5. Cultivate faith that resists fully engaged, not disengaged 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He 
ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army 
to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.21 So these men, wearing their 
robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command 
was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that 
we tied up and threw into the fire?” 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of 
the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal 
advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads 
singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

Witness in Exile: 
1. Cultivate faith based upon the goodness of God 
2. Cultivate faith based on the image of God 
3. Cultivate faith that resists temptation of national identity idolatry  
4. Cultivate faith that resists peacefully through peaceful non-participation 
5. Cultivate faith that resists fully engaged, not disengaged 
6. Cultivate faith that knows that Jesus is with you in the fire. 

Colossians 1:15-20 

   



15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy.19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Romans 8:11 
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

   


