
Daniel 2  
Living for a Countercultural Kingdom 

Sermon Notes June 9th 2019  

1 Peter 2:11-12  
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. (ESV)  

The Setting: 

Daniel 2:10-13  10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on 
earth who can meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such 
a thing of any magician or enchanter or Chaldean.11 The thing that the king asks is 
difficult, and no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with 
flesh.”12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that 
all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13 So the decree went out, and the wise men 
were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them. (ESV) 

Daniel’s Response: 

Daniel 2:17-18  17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known 
to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy 
from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions 
might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the mystery 
was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven. (ESV) 

3 Ways Daniel shows us how to live for a Countercultural Kingdom

1) Daniel lived as though he believed God was in control. 

“God is in control of who is in control” (Larry Osborne, Thriving in Babylon)  

Daniel 2:20-21 20 Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and 
ever, to whom belong wisdom and might.21 He changes times and seasons;  
    he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise  
    and knowledge to those who have understanding;(ESV)  

Question #1 How does your life demonstrate that you believe God is in control? 

2) Daniel uses his gifts, talents, and abilities to promote God not Himself.  



Daniel  2:27-28  27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise 
men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the 
king has asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has 
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. (ESV)  

Question #2 Who does your gifts, talents, and abilities promote? 

3) Daniel’s focus is on a heavenly kingdom not an earthly one.  

Daniel 2:44 44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall 
break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 
(ESV) 

Question #3 Whose Kingdom are you building? 

Matthew 6:19-21 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust[a] destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (ESV) 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%253A19-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23302a

