
Daniel 1 
Providence, Faithfulness, Mission 

Sermon Notes June 2nd, 2019 

The story of Daniel is a story of Endurance and Faithfulness. 

  

“The biblical authors are balancing two goals when they present us with their narratives. They want both to portray 
the history of their people, but also to help readers understand its meaning and purpose within God’s plan for the 
world. They want us to see how their history speaks to the human condition as a whole, and this is where we need to 
better learn how to appreciate the Bible as a creative literary work.” –Tim Mackie 

Daniel 1:1-2 Captivity 
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the 
temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 

In the holy land they were unholy, so God is going to send them to the unholy land to help them learn how to be 
holy.  

Daniel 1:3-7 Assimilation 
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from 
the royal family and the nobility—4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind 
of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the 
language and literature of the Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s 
table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 6 Among those 
who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them 
new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, 
Abednego. 

You must draw the line somewhere.  
How you draw the line is just as important as drawing the line. 

Daniel 1:8-10 Our Faithfulness & Jesus’ Providence 
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission 
not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10 but the 
official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you 
looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” 

God gave them over… 
God gave them over to discipline them, but to also preserve them… 
God gave them over to discipline them and purify them so that they would learn to be His people in a foreign land 
because they weren’t His people in their own land.  

Where you put the period determines your perspective. 

Genesis 7:24-8:1 
The waters flooded and the earth for a hundred and fifty days… 
But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a 
wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 

Genesis 50:20 
20 You intended to harm me… 

   



But God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  

1 Samuel 23:14 
14 David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for 
him… 
But God did not give David into his hands. 

Daniel 1:11-16 Respectful Persuasion 
11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then 
compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance 
with what you see.” 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked 
healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their 
choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

Daniel 1:17-20 Use Culture To Change Culture 
17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel 
could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his 
service, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal 
to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and 
understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

They used the culture to reach the culture and yet still remained faithful. 

How we as the church have failed in this mission… 
1) We often recoil, remove, close ourselves off from culture. (Anti mission)  

2) We often give in and make other things lord. (Anti truth)  

3) We often fight culture violently & disrespectfully. (Anti love) 

We are called to infiltrate the culture on the offensive… with reverence in our hearts… to Jesus using the weapons 
of love, grace, mercy and humility.  

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the 
weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ.  

Mission: Defy the Culture & Infiltrate the Culture 
Jeremiah 29:4-7 
4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and 
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 
Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

1 Peter 2:11-12 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your 
soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

John 17:14-16 
14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are 
not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

   


