
 

Advent: A Time of Blessing 
Bringing Peace To Our World 

Sermon Notes for December 3rd, 2017 
Luke 1:5 
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea… 
Herod’s Temple 

 
Masada 

 
Caesarea Philippi 

 
 

 
 
What does the Bible say about Herod? 
 
Matthew 2:1-16 
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this 
is what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt,15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 



16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
 
Herodium 

 
 
Herod is the opposite of Peace. 
What does the Bible say about Jesus and Him bringing peace? 
This state of shalom is what Israel’s kings were supposed to cultivate, and it rarely happened. So the prophet Isaiah, he looked 
forward to a future king a prince of shalom. And his reign would bring shalom with no end–a time when God would make a covenant 
of shalom with his people and make right all wrongs and heal all that’s been broken.  
 
Isaiah 9:6 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
 
John 14:27 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid. 
 
Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we are filled with grief and no hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only 
that, but we become bitter in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces apathy, 4 and apathy produces a cynical spirit, and 
meanness produces no hope, 5 and no hope does put us to darkness, because God's love has not been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 
BEING HONEST ABOUT YOUR FEAR IS BETTER THAN BEING ANGRY IN YOUR DENIAL. 
 
"Most of us feel that others will not tolerate emotional honesty. We would rather defend our dishonesty on the grounds that it 
might hurt others; and having rationalized our phoniness into nobility, we settle for superficial relationships."  
-John Powell. 
 
Romans 5:1-5 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 
Ephesians 2:14 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
 
When we work through the dividing wall of hostility (not one and done), it frees you to live in peace with God and with others. 
 
Colossians 1:19-20 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
What walls of hostility do you need to work through with God in order to become a partner with God & a bringer of peace to the 
world? 
 


