
   

Acts: 
Church Conflict 

Sermon Notes for April 29th, 2018 

  
Acts 14:28 
28 And they stayed there a long time with the disciples. 

Paul Timeline 
33 AD – Conversion/Vision of Saul/Paul 
33 AD – Travels to Arabia, stays for 3 years 
36 AD – Returns to Jerusalem, to talk to Peter, James and receives their blessing 

Galatians 2:8-10  
“8 For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the 
Gentiles. 9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 
when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the 
circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do 
all along.” 

Paul Timeline 
33 AD – Conversion/Vision of Saul/Paul 
33 AD – Travels to Arabia, stays for 3 years 
36 AD – Returns to Jerusalem, to talk to Peter, James and receives their blessing 
47 AD – First Missionary Journey 
48/49 – Return to Antioch 
50 AD – Acts 15 

Acts 15:1-2 
“Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into 
sharp dispute and debate with them. 

Galatians 2:11-16 
11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men 
came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate 
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews 
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not 
acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 “We who are Jews by 
birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

Acts 15:2b 
“…So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles 
and elders about this question.” 

Acts 15:5 
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be 
circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 

Acts 15:19-21 

   



   

19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead 
we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of 
strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and 
is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 

  

Acts 15:28 
28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following 
requirements: 29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and 
from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. 

Acts 15:36-41 
36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the towns where we preached 
the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but 
Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 
the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for 
Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through 
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

Perhaps this earlier disagreement caused a lack of trust in the relationship. 

Paul & Peter Reconciled 
2 Peter 3:15-16 
15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom 
that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

Paul & Barnabas/Mark Reconciled 
Colossians 4:10 
10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received 
instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 

2 Timothy 4:11 
11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 

John 17:20-23 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in 
them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 

We have to be ONE, if we are his followers and we are not ONE, we will not win in this lifetime!

   


