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HOME GROUP GUIDELINES 
FOR US TO HAVE HEALTHY AND SAFE CONVERSATIONS 

 
THIS IS A SAFE GROUP 
• We will all do our part to create an environment where everyone can be real, open and honest with 
their struggles and victories 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY IS KEY 
• What is said in the group stays in the group 
 
NO CROSSTALK 
• Crosstalk is a conversation that leaves others out 
• No side conversations 
• Listen while others are speaking (if you want to explore more of what someone said, call or talk to them 
afterwards. This also builds relationship outside of the group time) 
 
NO FIXING OR RESCUING 
• We are not here to fix each other, Jesus does that part 
• Give encouragement, speak truth, point to Jesus 
• Life is a journey, allow people to struggle - grow 
 
CREATE OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE TO SHARE 
• Be sensitive about the amount of time you share 
• Allow time for others to be a part of the discussion, don’t be a first responder 
 
USE “I” VS. “WE” OR “THEM” STATEMENTS 
• This is a time for us as individuals to grow 
• Work on honesty, transparency, authenticity 
• Be committed to resolve conflict Biblically 
 
As humans we will need to extend grace to one another. Conflict is not bad, but an opportunity for 
growth. We are all being changed to be more like Jesus so conflict and change are part of the journey. 
Here are some key scriptures to refer to: 
- If someone sins against you. (Matthew 18:15-20) 
- Restoring someone in sin. (Galatians 6:1-5) 
- Forgive a sinner. (Colossians 3:12-13) 
- Reconciling differences. (Matthew 5:23-24) 
 
House Rules (slightly different in each home) 
• Honor group start and end times. 
• Kid safety guidelines and clean up. 

 



Draw the Circle #3 
THEME: “Pray Hard” 

 TEXTS: Joshua 3:1-8 (cf. Sermon Passages: Luke 18:1-8; 1 John 5:14-15; Isaiah 49:8; 

Hebrews 12:7-11; Luke 1:1-8; Philippians 4:6; Luke 18:9-14) 

 

Use the following to lead your group through the discussion ... 
 

Guidelines: Read and/or discuss the HG guidelines (see above). 
Vision & Mission: Share the vision & mission of RLM with your group. 
 

VISION: Reaching the world for Jesus, one person at a time. 

MISSION: Creating Biblical disciples in relational environments. 

 
Icebreaker: Take an opportunity to get your group going with a question/game. 

 

ICEBREAKER SUGGESTION:  
What is a hard but valuable experience you have participated in and/or gone through?  

What kept you going? 

 

Set the Scene: This week’s content is drawn from the week 3 video and various 
Scriptures from the study “Draw the Circle.”  In this week’s session we will look 
more closely at how we can “Pray Hard” as we draw circles and persistently come 
to God in prayer. 

 

By definition, praying hard is hard.  In God’s kingdom, prayer is the heavy lift.  But prayer is the 

difference between “good ideas” and “God-ideas.”  It’s the difference between closed doors 

and open doors.  It’s the difference between impossible and possible.  But you can’t just pray 

like it depends on God.  You also have to work like it depends on you.  What I mean by that is 

this: you can’t just talk the talk - you also have to walk the walk. … Is there a situation in your 

life where you need not just hope, but hope against hope - to pitch your tent in the land of 

hope?  Is there some situation that requires more than just “praying for,” but actually “praying 

through”? 

 

~ from Mark Batterson in  Week 3 of “Draw the Circle” ~ 

 



  

Opening Story/Meditation: Read and meditate on Joshua 3:1-8 as a group. 
Additionally, read Luke 18:1-8 re: praying with tenacity, and read 1 John 5:14-15 
which focuses on coming to God with confidence.  Lastly, consider assigning the 
other reference passages from the sermon to have people read them aloud in 
group as well.  Give your group a few minutes to share any opening thoughts 
from the text. 
 

Video and Discussion: Watch video 3 (“Pray Hard”). 
 

1. What stood out to you from the texts (or the sermon)? 

2. Have you ever “contended” for something in prayer?  If so, what happened? 

3. Mark Batterson tells the story of Billy Graham visiting John Wesley’s childhood home 

and asking God to “do it again.”  What are some revivals you need God to “do again” in 

your life?  What do you need Him to do in your family’s lives? 

4. Is there anything (unresolved conflict, need for reconciliation, etc.) that needs to be 

taken care of in your life so you can “pray hard” again? 

5. What areas of your life do you need to “pray through” with tenacity and perseverance? 

 

Summary: GOD IS OUR CHAMPION!  HE IS THE ONE WHO FIGHTS FOR US AND 
ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS!  HE ALSO WANTS US TO STEP UP, PRAY HARD, AND 
LEARN TO FIGHT WITH HIM.  CONSIDER THE AREAS/THINGS YOU NEED TO 
PRAY ABOUT AND FOR.  PRAY FOR THEM THIS WEEK, AND IN THE FUTURE, 
WITH TENACITY AND BOLDNESS! 
 

Prayer: Have someone from your group record the requests and pray together. 
 

Preparation for Next Time: 
Next Week: We will continue through our series on prayer: “Draw the Circle” 
Preparation: Read and work through Session 4 (“Think Long”) in your study 
guide so you can have your heart/mind filled with the principles for Week 4 of 
“Draw the Circle.”  


